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panslavism after 1878, not only as an official policy but also as a literary movement, is, perhaps, the most striking aspect of this remarkable episode. The renewal of the alliance of the three emperors amounted to the renunciation by Russia of further adventures in the Balkans. The timeliness of this alliance may well be questioned, since Beacons-field's defeat in April, 1880, marked the termination of the era of "flamboyant" British imperialism and the relaxation of the Anglo-Russian tension in the Black Sea region. Although the "three emperors' league" proved of considerable sendee to Russia during the Anglo-Russian crisis over Afghanistan in 1885? the revival of the alliance was a sad comment on the unimaginative methods and stale ways of the Russian foreign office. It foundered in the Balkan crisis of 1886-1887.
When all this is said, and when full allowance is made for the vagaries and disingenuousness of Russian policy in the Balkans, the fact remains that the War of 1877-1878 is preserved in Russian and Balkan tradition as the "war of liberation" and that it introduced in the European situation a novel factor the effects of which are still strongly felt today.